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SUBJECT: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS FOR IMPORTED BEEF INTO THE EC 
REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 01370: (B) EC BRUSSELS 01519 

1. IN A RECENT PRESS CONFERENCE, EC COMMISSIONER LARDINOIS 
STATED THAT THE COMMISSION WOULD TAKE UP THE "EXIM" PROPOSAL 
ON BEEF (REF. A) BEFOR E THE END OF APRIL. HE FEELS THAT GIVEN 
THE EC SHORTAGE IN CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF BEEF AND IMPROVED 
MARKET PRICES FOR EC BEEF, THE COMMUNITY MAY BE IN A POSITION 
TO EASE THE IMPORT BAN AGAINST THIRD COUNTRIES UNDER THE EXIM 
SCHEME WITHIN TWO OR THREE WEEKS. LARDINOIS SAID THAT 
THERE WAS ROOM IN THE EC FOR 100,000 M.T. OF IMPORTED BEEF. 

2. THE COMMISSION HAS DECIDED TO OPEN AN ANNUAL QUOTA OF 23,000 
M.T. OF BEEF FROM THE ACP COUNTRIES, OUT OF WHICH 17,000 M.T. 

WILL BE DELIVERED THIS YEAR (REF. B). 

3. THE COMMISSION HAS ALSO DECIDED TO ALLOW OUTSTANDING CONTRACTS 
FOR IMPORTED BEEF TO BE FULFILLED, WHICH WERE CAUGHT BY LAST JULY'S 
EMBARGO. 

THE QUANTITIES INVOLVED ARE ESTIMATED AT 2-3,00 M.T. GREENWALD 
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